MARIUS
uneasy,   at  the   eloquent  general's   already  numerous
changes of front.
The first reform which he carried out was highly de-
mocratic in character. It was to throw open the army
to the plebeians and to give them the right to enlist for
a period of sixteen years.
By this means he not only increased the fighting forces
of the city, but provided himself with an army on whose
loyalty to his person he knew he could rely. Here again
we behold the system of the blackshirts and the brown-
shirts. The social outcast, the adventurer and the work-
less he provided, not only with a social position and the
prestige of a soldier's uniform, but also with the assurance
that they would never lack their daily bread, not to
mention the prospect of costly booty.
Deeply read in the hearts and minds of men, he realized
that he must give his soldiers a fresh symbol of solidarity
and devotion. In place of the bundle of hay borne aloft
on the point of a spear wilich, from time immemorial,
had served as the military ensign of the Romans, but
which had no longer power to fire the imagination of
the younger generation, he gave them the eagle for a
standard, even as Hitler hit upon the swastika. Then,
his army equipped, trained, and sworn to*his allegiance,
he set sail for Africa, in order to settle accounts once for
all with Jugurtha, who had again taken the field.
In less than a year, the Numidian Kong was a prisoner
and his country completely pacified. Marius was now
the idol of the Roman people. Consciously or uncon-
sciously, Mussolini had the exploits of Marius in mind
when he began to prepare for the conquest of Ethiopia.
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